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others were drawn for, and the like; and being his wife's sisters, he treated them with all the freedom and kindness imaginable.
When they came to the Crucifixion, which hung by the bed-side, he told them there was one of the finest pieces of painting in England ; told them the name of the painter that had drawn it, who, he said, was one of the best masters in Italy; and I'll assure you, sister, says he, this is counted a fine thing in Italy.
But why must it hang in your bedchamber, brother ? says the other married sister, not suspecting anything ; for her eldest sister had not told her anything of what she had said to her sister. O madam, says he, they always have these things in their bedchambers in Italy, on a religious account. Well, says the sister, but as we do not make use of them that way, methinks they are better anywhere else. Why sister, says he, our bedchambers are places where we are, or ought to be most serious. Why, says she again, but we that are protestants do not make a religious use of them. Not so much perhaps, says he, as the Romans do; but I cannot say but they* may be useful to assist devotion. Not at all, says the sister. At least, madam, says he, they can be no disadvantage to us; we want all possible helps in our adorations. We have the promise of the Spirit of God to assist us, says the sister, very warmly, and need no idolatrous pictures. He saw she was tart, and seemed to be forward to dispute, which he avoided; so he called them to look on another picture, and that passed off the discourse.
After they had gone through several apartments, and had admired the fine paintings, as indeed they well deserved, they came to his closet; he would have avoided going in, and told them it was in con-